
Songs of Praise 
Please join us for Songs of Praise on Sunday 27th June at 4pm outside at St. 

Nicholas Church (weather permitting) 

Tea and Cake provided. 

Please bring you own chair. 

Everyone welcome, please let Judith or John know if you have any favourite 

hymns for inclusion. We look forward to seeing you and being allowed to 

sing ! 

 

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) 
For 2021 – 2022 the PCC consists of Churchwardens Derek and Suzanne 

Boulton, Treasurer Jane Woodman, Secretary Suzanne Boulton. Other 

members are Judith Eckersley, Mark Shipley and Cynthia Smith. Rev Simon 

Dunn is Chairman. The team clergy are also members. Electoral roll officer is 

Mary Clarke. 

 

Children’s Society Boxes : 
Could any outstanding boxes please be left in the porch at Church so that 

Mary can collect or please contact her on 660753 to arrange . 

Many Thanks . 

 

 

 

Contact Details 
Priest in Charge, Revd. Simon Dunn T: 324944 greenwaysvicar@stpaulsweb.org.uk 

Associate Minister, Revd. David Kilmister T: 01249 326209 djkilmister@sky.com 

Curate, Revd Tom Hunton T: 07464 505800 greenwayscurate@stpaulsweb.org.uk 

Facebook@harnishchurch 

Some of our Lay Ministers 
Barbara Wood Tel: 655413   bmdwood@btinternet.com 

Judith Eckersley Tel:443317    judith_roger@talktalk.net 

John Moncrieff 

Newsletter, Mark Sheppard Tel: 721451 sheppardfamily@bybridge.uk 

or Dick Wood Tel: 655413 dickwood@talk21.com 
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The Rt Rev Maurice Wood (1916-2007) 
Bishop Maurice Wood prayer seems 

appropriate for Hardenhuish: 
“Make us like a city set on a hill whose 

light cannot be hidden; so that men and 

women and children may find Christ as 

the light of the world, and his church as 

the family of the redeemed, and eternal 

life as the gift of God, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord” 

 

Sunday 6th June 10.30am Come Together at 

St. Peters, Langley 

Burrell 

Sunday 13th June 4 p.m. Come and Praise 

with Communion 

Sunday 27th June 4 p.m Songs of Praise 

Sunday 4th July 10.30am Come Together at 

St. Peters, Langley 

Burrell 

Sunday 11th July 4 p.m. Come and Praise 

with Communion 

Sunday 27th July 4 p.m. Come and Praise 

 

 

 

 



Ministry Musings 

Connecting to God through giving : 

The widow of Zarephath ( 1 Kings 17: 7-14 ) 

This passage tells the story of God providing for a widow in a small town 

along the Mediterranean coast. After 3 or more years of drought God sent 

Elijah to this widow who was struggling to survive. There had been no rain, 

she could not grow anything, there was no welfare and she and her son 

would starve very soon.  

Then the prophet Elijah showed up. First, he wanted a drink, 

“Bring me a little water in a vessel so that I may drink.”  As she was going to 

bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your 

hand”. 

“I have no bread. I’m about to die with my son and you want me to bring 

you bread?” she answered. 

Elijah said, “Do not be afraid, go and do as you have said but first make mine 

and then something for yourself and your son.” 

Now the woman had a decision to make. Should she divide her very last 

meal?  Elijah promised her a miracle and provision from God. 

She thought, do I really believe it, do I believe it enough to give this man 

bread that leaves me hungry today?  

She decided to put her trust in God, maybe she had doubts, maybe she 

thought she had nothing to lose, so she made the bread dividing the little 

that she had and gave it to Elijah first. 

In keeping with the word of the Lord spoken by Elijah, the jar of flour was 

not used up and the jug of oil did not run dry. She and her household ate for 

many days.  

The widow believed God’s promise, she trusted and obeyed and God 

provided for her needs miraculously. Giving connected her with God 

personally.  

Giving establishes our humility before God. 

Giving is about putting ourselves into a rightful, humble relationship with 

God. Giving does not make us superior, God is the owner and we are the 

stewards, we give to express that we understand his ownership. 

Giving is not a people thing, it’s always a “God and me” thing. When we give, 

we are recognising our relationship to God as a manager of his money. It 

places us in our proper position under God.  

Giving is Worship. 

Via google earth we can zoom down from a picture of the globe to the level 

of our homes in great detail. In the perspective of earth, what is amazing is 

the realisation that the area we inhabit is very small. 

This is God’s world and when we acknowledge that God is the owner then 

we bring our gifts, our time or our money or our talents in honour and 

worship of him. Honouring Him means that we ascribe to Him the 

significance that He deserves as God. 

Giving expresses our trust in God. 

Giving really is about trusting God because like the widow giving means we 

have less. God wants us to know and trust Him so that even when we can’t 

see for sure what He is doing, we don’t doubt Him. There is nothing more 

relational than trust, we trust our friends, our family, the people we love but 

do we trust God?  

Let us pray together, as part of a Christian community, that God will help us 

to have the right attitude towards giving ... 

We give because God gave to us first and Christ gave absolutely everything 

for us. 

We give because as ‘Church’ we believe in the good news of Jesus Christ and 

we want to tell others. 

We give so that through our contributions we can help to train our Vicars, 

Lay Ministers, Youth Workers as well as funding ministry in our own parish. 

We give because we have to pay for the essentials to keep things going. 

‘Everything we own and everything we have comes from God. So, when we 

give, we simply offer him a small portion of the abundance he has already 

given to us. Giving is an expression of our thankfulness and praise to God.’     

( James 1:17)    

      Praise Him Always ... 

          Judith  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



South Gloucestershire church leads worldwide celebration of unique 

invention 
First Published 20th May 2021 

This June, churches around the world will mark the 200th anniversary 
of the Ellacombe Chimes, invented at St Mary's Church in Bitton. 

When Revd Henry Thomas Ellacombe took up his post as curate at St 
Mary’s Church in the South Gloucestershire village of Bitton in 1817, 
he decided he needed an alternative to the local bell ringers due to 
their wayward behaviour. 

He created the ‘Ellacombe Chimes’ which meant that, for the first time, 
the bells could be operated by only one trusted person. In 1821, he 
outwitted his bell ringers by installing apparatus at St Mary’s that 
enabled all of the bells to be chimed by a single person, using a set of 
pulleys in the church porch. 

His invention was subsequently adopted by churches around the 
world. Although the apparatus later fell out of fashion, there are still 
known to be over 400 Ellacombe chimes in working order in the UK 
and at least 40 in the other parts of the world. In some places the 
chimes have come into their own in the past year due to Covid-19 
restrictions, or when it has not been permitted to swing the bells or 
insufficient full circle ringers are available. 

The 200th anniversary celebrations held this summer will involve an 
international Chime around the World event on 26 June. This will 
involve bells chiming at noon local time in each of the world’s major 
time zones, beginning with Timaru in New Zealand (11pm BST on 25 
June). 

Over the next 17 hours, the bells will work their way across the world, 
arriving at their birthplace at Bitton, South Gloucestershire, at noon 
BST on 26 June. The event will then cross the Atlantic and be heard 
across the Americas, finishing in Vancouver, British Columbia. 

More than 50 churches and towers that have an installed and working 
chiming device will take part and will be joined by other churches and 
towers with normal bell ringing.  

The bicentennial celebrations are being co-ordinated jointly by St 
Mary’s Church and Bitton Parish History Group. Mike Gates, secretary 
of the Bitton Parish History Group said: “Across the world we will be 
coming together to celebrate a remarkable man and his machine. 
What better way than to use bells of all types and sizes that were 
Ellacombe’s passion.” 

Further information can be found on the Bitton Parish History Group 
website.  

 


